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The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 126, has designated March 16, 
1988, as "Freedom of Information Day" and authorized and requested 
the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim March 16, 1988, as Freedom of 
Information Day, and I call upon the people of the United States to ob
serve this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth 
day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-
eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5777 of March 18,1988 

National Agriculture Day, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
As a Nation we are blessed deeply and in many ways. The agriculture 
that sustains us is truly one of those blessings. We do well to give 
thanks for our bountiful crops. They are the yield of our fertile fields; of 
the skills and cooperation of countless Americans, including farmers, 
ranchers, scientists, farm organizations, commerce, and government; 
and, surely, of the liberty in which the American people are free to 
work, create, and produce for their mutual benefit. 

Some of the world's best farmland is here in our country; roughly half 
of the land in the contiguous United States has a capacity for crop pro
duction. Our bounty supplies needs both at home and abroad; today, 
one American farmer produces enough food and fiber for 114 people. 
Our agricultural production, processing, and marketing provide jobs, 
generate wealth, and strengthen our economy, our standard of living, 
and our position in world trade markets. Thanks to our agricultural effi
ciency, American consumers, on average, spend less of their income on 
food than do citizens of any other nation. 

As we give thanks for our rich harvests, let us be sure to express grati
tude to all those in agriculture and its related endeavors who through 
the years have contributed so much to our Nation and the world and 
who continue to shape and to share the spirit and the heritage of the 
American people. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 265, has designated March 20, 
1988, as "National Agriculture Day" and authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim March 20, 1988, as National Ag
riculture Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe 
this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth 
day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-
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eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5778 of March 21,1988 

Afghanistan Day, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
March 21 marks the beginning of a new year in a bitter decade for the 
people of Afghanistan, This may well be a climactic year, and we hope 
with the Afghan people that it will see the complete withdrawal of 
Soviet troops and self-determination for the people of Afghanistan. For 
more than 8 years, the courageous Afghans have suffered and died 
under the boot of the Soviet Army, which invaded to prop up an illegit
imate, unrepresentative, and discredited regime. Let us take this occa
sion, therefore, to remember the sorrow and to salute the heroism of 
the Afghan people. They have fought valiantly and against heavy odds 
to free themselves from the yoke of oppression—from assaults on their 
liberty, their sovereignty, their dignity, their lives, and their very way 
of hfe. 

It now appears possible that the tenacity and tremendous sacrifices of 
the Afghan people will bear fruit in the coming period. The Soviet lead
ership seems to have finally recognized that the will of the Afghan 
people to be free cannot be broken. Indications of Soviet willingness to 
withdraw are an important step forward, though their seriousness can 
be proven only by the actual, and total, removal of Soviet troops from 
Afghan soil. To be acceptable, Soviet withdrawal must be complete, ir
reversible, and verifiable. 

Our objectives have been and remain: prompt and complete withdraw
al of Soviet forces; restoration of Afghanistan to an independent, nona-
ligned status; self-determination for the Afghans; and return of refugees 
in safety and honor. I reiterated this commitment and our support for 
the brave Afghan Mujahidin in my meeting last November with Afghan 
Alliance leader Yunis Khalis. I said the same to General Secretary Gor
bachev last December. 

The United States Government has also repeatedly told the Soviet 
leadership that any guarantees of noninterference that they and we 
would undertake must be symmetrical. An agreement at Geneva must 
not serve as a pretext for continued Soviet military support to the dis
credited minority Kabul regime. Some 120 members of the United Na
tions have voted year after year for self-determination in Afghanistan, 
recognizing that the present government in Kabul does not represent 
the Afighan people but is a direct result of outside interference. The 
Mujahidin and the refugees are the true voice of the Afghan people. 

I am proud of the strong support provided the Afghan cause over the 
past 7 years by my Admini8tration,"by the United States Congress, and 
by the American people. Our commitment to the freedom of the Afghan 
people will not end should the Soviets withdraw. We will join other 
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